
region, measuring 7.8 on the Richter scale – a system 
used to measure the power of earthquakes.

In the hours to come, there were many aftershocks 
(smaller tremors) and then another huge earthquake 
(7.5) later in the day.

The force of the earthquakes, one after another, made 
thousands of homes and other buildings collapse, 
trapping many of those inside under tons of rubble. 

At the time of writing (22nd February 2023):

DISASTERS EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 
SCHOOLS INFORMATION PACK

TURKEY-SYRIA
EARTHQUAKE APPEAL

THE CHILDREN OF THE TURKEY-SYRIA EARTHQUAKE 
Over 7 million children have had their lives turned upside 
down by the earthquakes that hit Turkey and Syria on 6th 
February 2023. The United Nations fears many 
thousands of children have died with thousands more 
badly injured. Survivors urgently need shelter and warmth 
in freezing winter temperatures and treatment for any 
injuries. They need food and clean water to help them 
through the very difficult days ahead.

Iyad* (on the right in the picture above with his family) 
ran out of his home barefoot and without clothes as the 
earthquake struck. Now, he and six other members 
of his family have to live in the back of their van near his 
home in north-west Syria. Thousands other families are 
also living like this, having lost their homes and 
belongings.

ABOUT THE EARTHQUAKES
In the middle of the night on Monday, 6th February, a 
devastating earthquake shook a huge area of southern 
Turkey and north-west Syria.

It was one of the most powerful in the history of the 

More than 45,000 people are
known to have died so far

More than 100,000 have been
injured

More than 50,000 buildings have
been damaged or destroyed

* Name has been changed to protect the individual’s identity.
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HOW DID THIS EARTHQUAKE HAPPEN
Although there hasn’t been an earthquake of this size 
in the region for 200 years, this part of the world sits 
at the join of what are called tectonic plates. These are 
enormous plates of rock, many bigger than countries, like 
giant jigsaw pieces which cover the earth’s outer layer 
or crust. They are constantly rubbing against each other, 
trying to move, but mostly stopped by friction. Sometimes 
the pressure builds up until one plate suddenly jerks 
across another, causing a sudden violent shaking which 
can be felt on the earth’s surface.

This earthquake was caused by the Arabian plate moving 
northwards and grinding against the Anatolian plate. 
Sadly, the underground movement was very near lots of 
big cities and very near the surface, creating violent 
shaking and causing a huge number of buildings to 
collapse.

If you want to know more about how earthquakes 
happen, then please take a look at this guide from 
the BBC: 

>>> BBC Bitesize – About Earthquakes

WHAT NOW FOR THE CHILDREN AND THEIR FAMILIES?
Whilst the earthquakes lasted only a matter of seconds, 
the aftermath will last for years.

In the coming days, those who have been badly injured 
will need hospital treatment, although many hospitals 
have been destroyed. The next most important need is 
shelter and warmth, it’s been freezing cold in this region 
since the earthquake. People also need food and clean 
water to keep them going, help them recover and 
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avoid dangerous diseases like cholera which spreads 
when people have to drink dirty or contaminated water.

In the longer term, the buildings, roads, water, electricity 
supplies and all the normal life support systems we take 
for granted will need to be rebuilt. Children, in particular, 
will need a lot of support to cope with the terror and 
psychological effects of what they’ve seen and 
experienced, with so many losing mothers, fathers, 
brothers, sisters and good friends.

This is hard enough in Turkey, but in Syria, there has 
been a civil war for many years and millions there had 
already had to flee their homes before the earthquake.

WHAT CAN BE DONE TO HELP?
Huge events like this that affect millions of people 
(humanitarian disasters) are very difficult for any country 
to deal with it on its own. While Turkey is quite a 
prosperous country, the amount of damage done and 
the number of people affected means they have asked 
countries around the world to help. In Syria, so badly 
affected by years of fighting between rival groups, they 
need even more support.

The key organisation that coordinates international help 
is the United Nations, an organisation set up after the 
Second World War to promote peace and prevent further 
wars. Based in New York in the United States of 
America, it also tries to help countries out of poverty 
and promote human rights for all people, whatever their 
race or background. This also includes helping in 
disasters like this when the United Nations asks rich 
countries like Britain, the United States of America and 
others to provide money to buy urgent relief supplies 
and help rebuild.
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https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zg9h2nb/revision/1#:~:text=Earthquakes%20occur%20when%20tension%2Fenergy,an%20earthquake%20tends%20to%20occur.


THE DISASTERS EMERGENCY COMMITTEE
As well as direct help from the UK government, along 
with the Scottish and Welsh governments, there are 
many charities that specialise in helping in humanitarian 
disasters like this.

When there is a disaster of this enormity 15 of 
these charities come together to form the Disasters 
Emergency Committee or DEC. With the help of all the 
main TV and radio stations across the UK they send out 
urgent messages to ask everyone, if they can, to send 
money which can then be used to buy and supply 
the vital types of aid that are needed now. This will 
include medicines, tents and other shelters, along with 
warm clothes and blankets and the basics like food and 
clean water. 

If you have been listening or watching the news you may 
well have heard the calls for help.

By working together and with the help of TV, radio 
and increasingly the internet and social media, these 
requests for help quickly reach millions of people and 
can raise huge amounts of money.

As of  today (22nd February 2023), the DEC has already 
received donations of more than £98 million from across 
the whole of the UK.

This money is already being transferred to some of the 
DEC's member charities, many of which you may know 
about as you see them on many streets across the UK.

Save the Children is providing hot meals for people who 
are currently sleeping in sports centres. In Syria, they 
are giving out blankets, sleeping mats and heaters to 
families whose houses are not safe to return to. They 
are also trying to help reunite children who have become 
separated from their parents in the chaos.

Other charities are providing special, safe places for 
women to look after their babies and younger children 
or providing spaces for children to play and learn in 
safety and start to overcome the terrible things that have 
happened to them.

In the months and years to come, the money raised here 
and around the world will help charities like this continue 
to save lives and help people rebuild their homes and try 
and find some new kind of normal.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO HELP?
Many people have already helped by donating money, 
whether that be just a few pounds or perhaps thousands 
of pounds if they represent big companies like banks or 
other big organisations.

UK government has donated £5,000,000.

However, despite the huge sums already raised, the 
United Nations has asked for well over a billion pounds 
for the immediate support and the rebuilding work to 
come in the months and year ahead.

HOW TO FUNDRAISE FOR THE DEC
If you, your school or community would like to help 
raise funds then the DEC has a special fundraising 
advice kit which you can download with this link: 
>>> Fundraise with the DEC

DISASTERS EMERGENCY COMMITTEE
17-21 Wenlock Road, London N1 7GT
Tel: 020 7387 0200
www.dec.org.uk
Registered Charity No. 1062638. Company No. 3356526
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Syrians salvaging what they can from the rubble. Some are making fires to stay warm during these freezing temperatures.

DO YOU WANT TO KNOW MORE ABOUT OTHER 
HUMANITARIAN DISASTERS AROUND THE WORLD?
If you would like to find out more about the Turkey-
Syria earthquake and wider humanitarian challenges 
around the world, you can look at a report from the UN 
agency that coordinates this work, the Office for the 
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA):

>>> United Nations – OCHA Overview 2023.

https://bit.ly/FundraiseforDEC
https://humanitarianaction.info/gho2023



