
Joint communication from Skills Development Scotland and Scottish Government to Head 

Teachers and College Principals in Scotland 

The challenges schools, colleges and other learning providers have faced in their commitment to 

ensure young people continue to learn and achieve during the pandemic has been unprecedented. 

Within education, collaboration across sectors has been vital in our rapid response to create 

solutions that will safeguard the skills and learning system. 

During this time, adaptations to Foundation Apprenticeships have been made so that Foundation 

Apprentices can continue to progress with their work-based learning throughout the disruption and 

complete and achieve this important qualification. 

Skills Development Scotland has been working in partnership with SQA, Sector Skills bodies and the 

Scottish Apprenticeship Advisory Board to maintain the quality, integrity and level of learning for 

Foundation Apprenticeships. 

This work maintained the value and recognition for a Foundation Apprenticeship qualification, as its 

currency continues to enable progression on to work such as a Modern or Graduate Apprenticeship 

or on to further learning through college or university. 

A practitioners’ guide has been created to provide the most up to date information on the support 

available and these adaptations.  We hope this will be a useful tool to share with your colleagues 

working to support Foundation Apprentices.   

As we enter the last term of the current academic year we recognise that you and your team will be 

working harder than ever to ensure that pupils are supported as much as possible to gain formal 

recognition and qualifications for their achievements. 

Within this, your help is vital in giving Foundation Apprenticeship pupils sufficient time within their 

timetables to complete any outstanding work with their learning provider and employer to give 

them the best chance of gaining full certification. This should include if needs be such pupils being 

able to attend college and other learning providers for longer than they would in a normal academic 

year.  Indeed, we would hope that schools and colleges would work together to enable all pupils 

who attend college as part of their learning to be supported to do so in this final term. 

The skills and competence Foundation Apprenticeship pupils gain are going to be important now 

more than ever as the economy recovers, preparing them for all pathways and equipping them with 

skills and experience employers need. 

With support from Scottish Government, SDS will be working across all regions with all key 

stakeholders, including schools, colleges and other learning providers to ensure that any challenges 

to learners completing their Foundation Apprenticeships are understood and addressed. 

You and your team can get in touch with SDS via newapprenticeships@sds.co.uk if you need further 

support or would like to raise any issues about the delivery of Foundation Apprenticeships in your 

school.  

SDS is happy to offer assistance to colleges, Local Authorities, learning providers and employers to 

ensure all Foundation Apprentices can progress and complete. 

 

 

https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/for-training-providers/sds-covid-19-response-for-training-providers/foundation-apprenticeship-delivery/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Enhancements%20to%20Foundation%20Apprenticeships%20at%20SCQF%20L6%20Pathway%20Apprenticeships%20procurement%20Foundation%20Apprenticehips%20SCQF%20L4%20and%205&utm_content=Enhancements%20to%20Foundation%20Apprenticeships%20at%20SCQF%20L6%20Pathway%20Apprenticeships%20procurement%20Foundation%20Apprenticehips%20SCQF%20L4%20and%205+CID_fa8ea686e3bfd1a2d5fb87dcba7fe285&utm_source=Campaign%20Monitor%20email%20campaign&utm_term=Foundation%20Apprenticeship%20provider%20area%20within%20the%20COVID-19%20section%20of%20the%20SDS%20website
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/for-training-providers/sds-covid-19-response-for-training-providers/foundation-apprenticeship-delivery/
https://www.skillsdevelopmentscotland.co.uk/for-training-providers/sds-covid-19-response-for-training-providers/foundation-apprenticeship-delivery/

