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COVID-19 cases among children and young people of
educational age

Total number of COVID-19 cases among children

Data source: ECOSS; PHS real-time monitoring cell,
extracted 28/10/2020.

These data are published and are available at: https://beta.isdscotland.org/findpublications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
Published data will differ slightly as data are rerun to give maximum completeness

Number of individuals aged 2-17 years
tested for COVID-19

These data are published and are available at:

Data source: ECOSS; PHS real-time monitoring cell,
extracted 28/10/2020.

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19statistical-report/
Published data will differ slightly as data are rerun to give maximum completeness

Proportion of individuals tested who are positive

Note: the data presented here represent the proportion of newly tested individuals who are positive. The method for this metric has been under review
and may be changed in future reports to be consistent with other sources.
These data are published and are available at:

Data source: ECOSS; PHS real-time monitoring cell,
extracted 28/10/2020.

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid19-statistical-report/
Published data will differ slightly as data are rerun to give maximum completeness

Weekly rate of COVID-19 cases per 100,000 population

These data are published and are available at:

Data source: ECOSS; PHS real-time monitoring cell,
extracted 28/10/2020.

https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statisticalreport/
Published data will differ slightly as data are rerun to give maximum completeness

Surveillance of COVID-19 symptoms among children of
educational age
7

Occurrence of symptoms: overall NHS24 completed
contacts

These data are published and are available at:
https://scotland.shinyapps.io/phs-covid-wider-impact/

Outcomes of infection among children and young people of
educational age

Admissions to hospital and deaths due to COVID-19
• Up to 23/10/2020 a total of 107 children and young people aged under 20 years had been
admitted to hospital due to COVID-19. Compared to last week, there were 4 further admissions
in the 0-4, 3 in the 5-14 and 5 in the 15-19 age groups.
• The rate of admissions per 100,000 is shown below. Across the whole population the rate of
hospital admission was 147.8 per 100,000, with the highest rates among older age groups.
• Between weeks 1 and 43 there were no deaths due to COVID-19 among children aged under
15 years. In this age group there were 184 deaths due to other causes over this time period.
Age group

Number of COVID-19
hospital admissions

Rate of COVID-19 hospital admissions
per 100,000 population

0-4 years

45

16.6

5-14 years

25

4.2

15-19 years

37

13.1

Table: Number and rate of
admission to hospital due to
COVID-19, children in Scotland
to 23/10/2020

These data are published and are available at:
Hospital admissions – PHS weekly COVID-19 report https://beta.isdscotland.org/find-publications-and-data/population-health/covid-19/covid-19-statistical-report/
Deaths – National Records for Scotland https://www.nrscotland.gov.uk/statistics-and-data/statistics/statistics-by-theme/vital-events/general-publications/weekly-and-monthly-data-on-birthsand-deaths/deaths-involving-coronavirus-covid-19-in-scotland
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Attendance and absences in education settings

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
(LOCAL AUTHORITY SCHOOLS ONLY)

Attendance rates in
Scotland over the course
of a whole academic year
have been between 93%
and 94% since 2008/09.
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Attendance in Primary
schools has been
consistently higher
(between 94.5% and
95.2%) than attendance
in Secondary and Special
schools (between 90%
and 92%) since 2008/09

Note that these
attendance figures
include pupils who have
been off sick with
education provision.
The attendance figures
being collected during the
Covid pandemic are not
directly comparable to
these historical figures
because pupils who are
marked as absent due to
Covid-19 related reasons,
and who have been given
education provision, are
being categorised as ‘not
in school’, and not as an
‘attendance’.

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
(LOCAL AUTHORITY SCHOOLS ONLY)

School Attendance by Local Authority – 27 October 2020

Note that due to school holidays,
information was only provided by 30
local authorities this week.
Across the rest of the country,
attendance rates on Tuesday 27
October varied by local authority
(88.4% vs 96.4%).
The local authority with the highest
attendance rate was Aberdeenshire
(96.4%), and the lowest was Dundee
(88.4%).

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
(LOCAL AUTHORITY SCHOOLS ONLY)
School Attendance by Stage – 27 October 2020

Based on 30 local authorities:
Attendance rates by stage on
Tuesday 27 October varied between
Primary and Secondary. Attendance
was 94.8% in Primary overall
compared to 90.0% in Secondary
overall
In particular, attendance rates in S3,
S4 and S5 were noticeably lower than
in other stages.
Attendance in Primary (94.8%) was
slightly higher than the attendance in
Primary across the whole 2018/19
academic year (94.5%). Attendance in
Secondary (90.0%) was slightly lower
than the attendance in Secondary
across the the whole 2018/19
academic year (90.7%).

SCHOOL ATTENDANCE
(LOCAL AUTHORITY SCHOOLS ONLY)

School Attendance by Characteristics – 27 October 2020

Based on 30 local authorities:
There was little noticeable difference
in attendance between male and
female pupils.
Attendance in the most deprived
areas continues to be lower than in
the least deprived areas (89.1% v
95.5%)
Attendance rates by ethnic
background on Tuesday 27 October
was variable, with 94.3% of
African/Black pupils attending
compared to 91.8% of pupils in the
‘Not disclosed/Not Known’ group.

SCHOOL ABSENCES DUE TO COVID-19
(LOCAL AUTHORITY SCHOOLS ONLY)
Percentage of openings showing pupils were not in school because of COVID-19 related reasons by Local Authority: 27 October 2020

Based on 30 local authorities:
The percentage of openings showing
pupils were not in school because of
COVID-19 related reasons on Tuesday
27 October was 2.5%.
The local authority with the highest
percentage was Dundee (5.3%), and the
local authority with the lowest was Na hEileanan Siar (0.2%).

SCHOOL ABSENCES DUE TO COVID-19
(LOCAL AUTHORITY SCHOOLS ONLY)

Percentage of openings showing pupils were not in school because of COVID-19 related reasons by Stage: 27 October 2020

Based on 30 local authorities:
The percentage of openings showing
pupils were not in school because of
COVID-19 related reasons on Tuesday
27 October was higher in Secondary
schools (2.9%) than in Primary schools
(2.2%)
Across primary and secondary schools,
the percentage was highest for S6 pupils
(3.6%) and lowest for P1 and P7 pupils
(2.0%).
The figure was 3.2% in Special schools.

SCHOOL ABSENCES DUE TO COVID-19
(LOCAL AUTHORITY SCHOOLS ONLY)

Percentage of openings showing pupils were not in school because of COVID-19 related reasons by Characteristics: 27 October 2020

Based on 30 local authorities:
The percentage of openings showing
pupils were not in school because of
COVID-19 related reasons on Tuesday
27 October was similar for male and
female pupils.
The percentage was 3.6% for pupils
living in the most deprived areas
compared to 1.9% for pupils living in the
least deprived areas.
By ethnic background, the percentage
was highest for the ‘Asian’ grouping
(3.2%) and lowest among the ‘Mixed or
Multiple’ grouping (2.4%).

SCHOOL STAFF ABSENCES DUE TO COVID-19
(LOCAL AUTHORITY SCHOOLS ONLY)

On 27 October we received data
from 31 local authorities. The latest
figures we had for Midlothian (as at
13/10/2020) have been carried
forward in order to produce an
estimated total for Scotland.
Based on data submitted and data
carried forward for Midlothian:
• 276 teaching staff and 212 other
school based staff were absent
with confirmed Covid-19 or with
symptoms of Covid-19.
• 921 teaching staff and 612 other
school based staff were absent
because they were self-isolating,
were isolating due to instructions
from the contact tracing team,
were shielding, quarantining, or
were looking after someone due to
Covid-19 (e.g. their child).

CHILDCARE SERVICES

Status of day care of children (DCC) and childminding services
on 27th October, by percentage of all active services in sector
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Care Inspectorate records as at 27th October showed that 3,573
childminding services were operating (81% of all childminding
services), and 3,377 day care of children services were operating
(94% of services in this sector) on this day.
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This is eight more childminding services and 11 more day care of
children services than were reported as operating on 20th
October.
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Note: Some services which are marked as operating may not have children attending
on this day due to October holidays, for example. Services do not have to notify Care
Inspectorate of these closures and so this information is not available.

STAFF ABSENCES IN DAY CARE OF CHILDREN SERVICES

Care Inspectorate ask staff in day care of children services (not including childminders) to submit
a staff absence notification once a week on a Tuesday. The return rate was only 50% – 1,702 of
3,414 services – therefore these figures should be used with caution.
As reported in the survey, the overall absence rate due to Covid-19 was 3.8% (718 staff
members).

CHILDCARE SETTINGS SURVEY – CHILD ATTENDANCE AND SETTINGS AT RISK OF CLOSURE
These figures should be used with caution as they do not give the full picture of the number of children using these services as we are aware that not all services
complete the weekly survey. The response rates this week were approximately: 75% of open local authority providers; 61% of open private providers; 48% of open
voluntary providers; and 42% of childminders.
In the 3,693 open settings that responded:
• 77,617 children in total attended
• 60,009 of which were ELC aged or younger
Number of children attending and absent on 27th Oct by
• 14,097 of which were school aged children
type of childcare provider
50000
(not all settings provided an age breakdown)
40000

Approximate attendance rates for 27th Oct for open services
were:
• 91.2% for local authority providers
• 94.5% for private providers
• 91.0% for voluntary providers
• 95.0% for childminders
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Number of childcare setting that felt at risk of closure over
next 7 days, as reported on 27th Oct

Approximate COVID-19 related absence rates for 27th Oct
were:
• 2.6% for local authority providers
• 1.8% for private providers
• 1.7% for voluntary providers
• 1.4% for childminders
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• A total of 1,840 COVID-19 related child absences (e.g.
sickness, self-isolating, in quarantine etc.) were reported by
these open settings on this day.
• 35 settings were closed due to COVID-19 related reasons
(1 local authority providers, 3 private providers, 5 voluntary
providers and 26 childminders).
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81 open providers felt that they are ‘at risk’ of closing over the next 7
days due to a COVID-19 related reason – 10 local authority, 3 private
and 3 voluntary providers, and 65 childminders.

